His Family
I said to him: * Why don't you call out to those fellows, Charley,
and get them to hurry up ? They look like being all day
over that field, if they go on like that/ He replied, with a
shrug of his shoulders: * I know that; but if I wanted to
make them hear I should have to shout, and I dislike
shouting*' m
We may here note that the melancholia which haunted the
whole of the Parnells, ranged in Lord Congleton's generation
from imbecility in the eldest son, through madness, terminating
in suicide, in the second son, to extreme eccentricity in the
fourth son, Thomas, who was familiarly known in Dublin
as " old Tom Parnell," and marked oddity in their sister,
Sophia, who married a member of Parliament called George
Hampden Evans* " Old Tom Parnell," says Miss Frances
Power Cobbe:2
"4 Old Tom Parnellf * * * had a huge, ungainly figure
like Dr* Johnson's, and one of the sweetest, softest faces ever
worn by mortal man* He had, at some remote and long-
forgotten period, been seised with a fervent and self-denying
religious enthusiasm of the ultra-Protestant type; and this
had somehow given birth in his brain to a scheme for arranging
texts of the Bible in a mysterious order which, when com-
pleted, should afford infallible answers to every question of
the human mind I To construct the interminable tables
required for this wonderful plan, poor Tom Parnell devoted
his life and fortune* For years, which must have amounted
to many decades, he laboured at the work in a bare, gloomy,
dusty room in what was called a 4 Protestant office * in
Sackville Street* Money went speedily to clerks and printers;
and no doubt the good man (who himself lived, as he used to
say laughingly, on a * second-hand bone') gave money also
freely in alms* One way or another, Mr* Parnell grew poorer
and more poor, his coat looked shabbier, and his beautiful
long white hair more obviously in need of a barber. Once or
1  Charles Stewart Parnellf by John Howard Parnell* p* 175*
2  The Life of Frances Power Cobbe, by herself, vol. i*, p* 191*
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